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the use of a wide variety of diffusion mechanisms to abolish 
slavery. Let us hope that Romeo Dallaire’s call to action 
achieves equal, but more timely results. 

Colonel (ret’d) Michael A. Rostek, CD, Ph.D, is currently the Executive 
Director of The Royal Military Colleges Club of Canada.
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 F
ind them! Fix them! Fight them! Finish 
them!” was General Matthew Ridgway’s 
war cry to his demoralized commanders in 
Korea during the 1950s. Ridgway drew this 
tenet from a study of Civil War General 

Ulysses S. Grant, who stated: “The art of war is simple 
enough. Find out where your enemy is. 
Get him as soon as you can. Strike at him 
as hard as you can as often as you can and 
keep moving.” According to Aki Peritz 
and Eric Rosenbach, this war cry, updated 
and applied to the war on international ter-
rorism, became the American strategy to 
fight the Global War on Terrorism 
(GWOT). 

The authors argue that for the dura-
tion of the Cold War, the enemy to which 
the ‘find, fix, finish’ doctrine was applied 
was the Soviet Union. However, with the 
end of the Cold War and the subsequent 
attacks on the American homeland on 11 
September 2001, the American national 
security apparatus had to go through a 
very important evolution in its strategic 
outlook and mindset. In essence, it had to 
update ‘find, fix and finish’ for the Global 
War on Terror (GWOT). It is the updating of this strategy, its 
implementation and consequences, which are the basis of Aki 
Peritz and Eric Rosenbach’s work Find, Fix, Finish. 

Aki Peritz is a Fellow at the Belfer Center in Washington, 
DC, and he previously worked for the Central Intelligence 
Agency’s Counterrorism Center. Eric Rosenbach is currently 
the Assistant Deputy Secretary of Defense of the United 
States. He has taught courses on counterterrorism at Harvard 
Kennedy School, and has served on the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence (SSCI), where he helped lead over-
sight of American counterterrorism programs. These two 
clearly have a plethora of knowledge on the subject matter to 
which this book pertains.

The book begins with a recounting of the days prior to 
9/11 in a chapter aptly entitled ‘Atrophy,’ where the US 
Government and relevant federal agencies, while beginning to 
acknowledge the emerging threat of terrorism, did not rank it 
very highly on the list of national security priorities. Rogue 
states, the India-Pakistan tension, and WMD proliferation 
were seen as higher national security priorities during the mid-
1990s. Notwithstanding this, the Clinton administration did 
issue some presidential directives with regards to how the US 
Government should deal with a terrorist attack, but these 
directives would initiate a response to an attack instead of a 
preventative approach.

With the transition to the Bush administration during the 
winter of 2001, the threat posed by international terrorism once 
again appeared on American shores very quickly. The tragedy 
of 9/11 struck nine months later, and it shocked the American 
psyche. However, it must be noted that the World Trade Center 
was also previously attacked in February 1993 by Islamic ter-

rorists. 9/11 was, regrettably, not the first 
time Islamic terrorists had struck on 
domestic American soil. Within days, 
Congress passed the Authorization for the 
Use of Military Force (AUMF), which 
allowed the president “… to use all neces-
sary and appropriate force against those 
nations, organizations, or persons he deter-
mines planned, authorized, committed or 
aided the terrorist attacks that occurred on 
September 11, 2001.” 

According to Peritz and Rosenbach, 
with the onset of the ill-named Global 
War on Terrorism (GWOT), the US had 
two competing objectives: dismantle the 
worldwide Al Qaeda network, and kill or 
capture those responsible for the attacks 
on New York and Washington. To this end, 
the US Government employed a spectrum 
of military means, all-source intelligence 

operations, Special Operations Forces (SOF), evolving tech-
nology, and intimate partnerships with various close allies and 
friends in key geopolitical regions around the world. In their 
efforts to kill or capture Al Qaeda leaders, American govern-
ments have been driven by necessity to work with difficult, 
and some would say unsavory, partner governments, such as 
those in Pakistan and Yemen. The CIA has worked in conjunc-
tion with the Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) to 
capture key Al Qaeda members, even though it is fairly well 
understood that the ISI is infiltrated with many members that 
are sympathetic to the Taliban and Al Qaeda. These capture 
operations have been essential in allowing the American intel-
ligence community to generate intelligence sources, which are 
now a critical part of the find, fix, finish paradigm. This has 

’’



BOOK REVIEWS

Vol. 13, No. 1, Winter 2012 • Canadian Military Journal 77

given the American intelligence community vital insights and 
information with respect to the personalities, organizations, 
and operational and targeting methodologies of organizations 
like Al Qaeda.

One primary theme to which the authors refer is how 
America can fight an unconventional enemy with brutal and 
cruel methods of operation whilst maintaining and upholding 
the values that it holds dear. Peritz and Rosenbach conclude 
their book by putting the onus upon the American people for 
the survival of American values and democracy in the midst of 
the Global War on Terrorism. They state that the survival of 
the American way of life lies not in the hands of the terrorists, 
but in the hands of the American people. They must ‘to their 
own selves be true.’ They must demand wise action and judg-
ment from their leaders, as well as transparency in the partner-

ships their government makes with foreign governments and 
intelligence agencies. They must not abrogate or abandon the 
constitutional and democratic heritage that made their nation 
great in order to fight a war for their very survival. Time will 
tell if they can do this, but their history demonstrates that if 
they desire to, they can do so.

Find, Fix, Finish is a well-documented, researched work, 
and it is recommended reading for those with an interest in 
the strategy of the United States in the Global War on 
Terrorism.

Jordan R. Fraser, BA (Hons) is an MA Candidate in the War Studies 
program at the Royal Military College of Canada, and works on 
Parliament Hill.
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<<Une armée marche sur son estomac>>  

- Napoleon Bonaparte1

F
ood, like air and water, is absolutely essential to 
life.  We take it very seriously as it helps us define 
cultures, forms a central part of social contact, 
and is critical to our individual health and well-
being. The developed world 

today is characterized by vast, year-round 
abundance, yet we are equally bombarded 
with images of desperate starvation in the 
poorest corners of the globe. In the 
Canadian Forces, it is so important, we 
have messes on every base, we have 
‘Cook’ as a military occupation on par 
with infantry soldier, and we employ 
some officers that are specialized in food 
services and sciences. Supplying food is 
essential to effective and sustained mili-
tary operations such that logisticians 
know with precision the weight, volume, 
and transport requirements to feed a com-
bat formation per day.2  Food in war is 
surrounded by operational art and sci-
ence. Lizzie Collingham’s The Taste of 
War:  World War II and the Battle for 
Food is not about that operational art. 
Her achievement goes much farther. She 
has approached the subject of food dur-

ing that global and total conflict with a thorough and expert 
integration of both grand strategic implications and its indi-
vidual human impacts. During the Second World War, there 
were 19.5 million military deaths, but 20 million people died 
of starvation and the diseases associated with malnutrition.3  
Stalin may have said that “the Artillery is the god of war,”4 but 
hunger is certainly a force that cannot be ignored.

Lizzie Collingham has, in this book, created no less than 
a comprehensive and lucid treatment of the science and poli-
tics of food during the Second World War in four parts. In a 
way, it is a step behind the backdrop of well-known battles 
and political conferences to view that global war through a 
new lens always focusing upon food. The first part, entitled 
“Food the Engine of War,” is a historical analysis of Germany 
and Japan from the late 19th Century through to the inter-war 
period.  Her analysis of changes in agricultural practices and 
diets provides a context for the aggression of the Axis and 

their wartime operations.

The second part, the “Battle for 
Food,” discusses the strategic policies 
and practices of all the Allies and Axis 
nations. It constitutes the largest part of 
the book, and covers in depth rationing, 
embargoes, food production, and the far-
reaching impacts of dietary and food 
processing science. Collingham creates a 
language around food and hunger as a 
weapon of war. What else is an embargo 
but starvation as a form of attack upon 
an industrial population, delivering an 
effect, albeit slower than but similar to 
bombing? What else is rationing but a 
defensive measure to preserve the 
strength and capacity of military and 
industrial capability? It is here that 
Collingham introduces the concept of 
exporting starvation. Typical Second 
World War histories talk about the Battle 


